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About CSU DPT or 3.00 in pr sisite courses and be eligible for licensure in the State
Programs  Of California. Prerequisites, degree requirements, and course descriptions can be
found at each campus' Department of Physical Therapy website:
Course Offerings « CSU Fresno
Application * CSU Long Beach
SR * CSU Northridge
* CSU Sacramento
e * San Diego State University
Links * San Francisco State University (offered jointly with the University of
California, San Francisco)
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By Natalla Van Stralen

A Clinical Labora
e San Diego State University's Experience tory
College of Health and Human »
Services has launched a Doctor of
Physical Therapy Program - the
only state supported program of its .~
kind in the county.

While SDSU's College of Health
and Human Services offers a
therapy concentration
in its School of Exercise and
Nutritional Sciences, the new DPT
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program responds to 2 growing  Three-year Program

need for physical therapy The first two years are didactic
professionals across the country.  instruction while the third year consists
The U.S. Bureau of Labor primarily of clinical experiences.
Statistics projects a nearly

40-percent growth in demand for physical therapists by 2020, as compared to
2010.
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“The program coukdn’t come in a greater time of need,” Marilyn Newhoff, dean
of the College of Health and Human Services said. “There is an expanding
population of elderly and i war among others, who
ammneeddphywdmapus We are excited to have a program such as
this that supports a growing need in the community.”

With its new doctoral program, SDSU is now one of six DPT programs offered

by the California State | y system. become i physical
therapists after passing a national licensure exam and meeting the state
licensure req . The CSU y one-third of the state's
physical therapy graduates.
Practitioners-in-training
The t Lok . sk

and clinical and i ly, SDSU

mmmmmwmwdmmmm
out-patient and in-patient care, as well as skilled nursing facilities where the
students will be inteming.

The to the DPT program will have faculty and students
working to advance the fields of orthopedics, neurology, and other physical
therapy areas of practice.

Setting a Standard

The inaugural class of 36 students began their studies in the fall 2012 semester.

“The students are very diverse,” Mitchell J. Rauh, DPT program director, said.
“While most were kinesiology or biology majors; some of them have a business
background; one of them won American’s Finest Half Marathon this year and
another was a former Aztec softball catcher.”

Rauh said the charter class comes with high overall
success 100. The class has an overall incoming grade point average of 3.75 and
science prerequisite grade point average of 3.7.

Accreditation and Application

The program has been granted Candidate for Accreditation status by the
C«nmesmonAmdmﬂonlnPhymmmpyEmwnofmmmn

Physical Therapy A iation. The pf status of with the
Comnﬂwononkwednaﬂonlnl’hwu 'I'Mfapy Education indicates the

is prog g toward
Interested students can find out more i about the req for
application here,
White Coat Ceremony
SDSUsnmdmofDoctorofPhyuwmerapyslMWMr

i coats at the program’s White Coat C: y on Oct.

22. Mitcheil Rauh, Dﬂpwammmmmammnwmﬂm
SDSU provost, pinned on the students’ official name badges.

The White Coat C y marks the B from inical to
clinical studies. The students will wear their coats during their clerkships and
intemnships.

Marityn Newhoff, dean of the College of Health and Human Services, and Fred
mmalmmuw-nmwmmandnwmm
also p. ] inthe
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Overview, DPT

Prospective g , also Visit...

« SOSU MyGAP- Info on SDSU fours, tuition, housing, health services, career services, and more!
« Doctor of Physical Therapy Student Assocation (DPTSA)

The program is a 3-year program (eight full-time semesters) intended to produce
graduates with the Doctor of Physical Therapy (DPT) degree. The first two years are
didactic instruction while the third year p y of clinical exp es.

DPT Program Primary Goals

provide with ge and research in the natural, behavioral,
applied and health sciences related to the practice of physical therapy,
prepare students with the knowledge, skills. and opportunities related to the

acquisition, interp .and of 10 the of phy Or. Koly Proschar wih first-yoer
doctoral students
therapy,
. life-long D pate in profe if- ] and
tribute best 10 the prof of ph | therapy, and
= prep with the & ge, skill, and attitud y 1o pass the
National Physical Therapy Examination and California Law Examination for licensure
in California.

Career Prospective

The DPT is the entry-level degree for physical therapists for which there will be an
increased demand as our population ages. The C: ia Employ Deveiopment
Dep. that 2008 and 2018, there will be a need for an
additional 4400 physical therapists in the state, which represents a 29% Increase. Also,
an additional 1,900 DPTs will be needed to replace retirements in the next 10 years.
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Accreditation POgR SPRCIEC 10 you needs
35 3 future graduate student

Effective July 31, 2012, the Doctor of Physical Therapy Program at San Diego State
U ity has been g dC for A status by the C i on
Accreditation in Physical Therapy Education of the American Physical Therapy Association (1111 North Fairfax Street,
Alexandrnia, VA, 22314; phone: 703-706-3245; email: @apta.org). C: y is notan ) status
nor does it assure acer . Candi for A is a pre- status of affiliation with the
Commission on Accreditation in Physical Therapy E: ion that i the prog is prog g toward

accreditation.




